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| A faithful man ſhall abound with bleſſings. Prov, 
viii. 20. 
All theſe bleflings ſhall come upon thee, Deut. 
xxviii. 2 
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© Bleſſed are the poor in ſpirit, for theirs is the 


Kingdom of heaven,” 


 KXKKKUIS is the beginning of our Saviour's 


X - Ik ſermon upon the mount, and is the 
12 more remarkable, because as the Old 


ends with a threatening and curſe, ſo 
our Saviour begins his New Teſtament with a bleſ(- 
ſing, and opens his mouth in the goſpel diſpenſation 
with gracious promiſes. 02 * 
In this diſcourſe he has taught his diſciples many 


_ weighty leſſons; the whole has been juſtly: praiſed 
by all his people, and is a tranſcript of his mind, 


and the beſt ecclefiaſtical rule, ritual, and rubrick 


of his univerſal church, 
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„ RT 
He delivered this diſcourſe upon a mountai (for 
great multitudes ſollowed him) that ſo all might fee 
and hear him. The Scribes and Phariſees without 
doubt deſpiſed him for this manner of preaching, 
and eſpecially thoſe who were ſo fond of the tem- 
ple, that they had hated the Samaritans, and ſuch as 


worſhipped out of it: But hence we learn, that to 


our Saviour all places are alike, and may be uſed 
for the publiſhing his goſpel ; and though houſes 
| fet apart for his l and the divine ſervice 
are good and convenient, yet we muſt not forget 
that * he dwells not in temples made with hands, 
but where two or three are met in his name he is 
preſent in the midſt,” The true temple ſhall be 
opened and manifeſt in another world, and this is 
God and the Lamb himſelf. We ſhould not place 
any great matter in the form of ſetting forth the 
word of God, ſince Jeſus frequently fat and taught 
the people. He meant by it the greateſt familiari- 
ty, and ſpoke with creatures as a father to his 
dear children. His being willing to be ſeen and 
heard by all, ſhould teach us, he is not willing 
any ſhould be hindered to look upof him and be 
faved, nor is it of him when he is not heard to 


eternal life, The God of this world is the ſole 


author and cauſe of all that blindneſs, backwardneſs 
and unwillingneſs in men to come to Jeſus that 
they might have life. „ „„ 
F he time will not allow me to ſpeak of all the 
bleſſed doctrines contained in this ſermon of our 
Lord's at this time: I will therefore only ſpeak of 
thoſe beatitudes or bleſſings pronounced in the for- 
mer part of it, and this I purpoſe to do in a ſimple 
and free manner. 5 5 . 

« Blefled are the poor in ſpirit, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven.” It muſt not be left unobſerved 


5 „ 
that the poor in ſpirit, or the ſpiritually poor people? - 
have the firſt right to all the bleſſings of God. This 
is to me very important. * 

When St. Luke relates the particulars of this di- 
vine diſcourſe he mentions only the poor, but St. 
Matthew is more clear; for though our Saviour's 
diſciples were poor men, and but few noble or 

rich called to his church, yet therefore, becauſe 

the poor or common people heard him gladly, and 
followed him, are they not bleſſed, but the poor in 
ſpirit, the fouls who are poor and worthleſs in 
their own eyes, theſe are they our Saviour bleſſes. 

It might not be amiſs to obſerve, that poor and 
—_ mean people in the world have ſucceeded better 
with our Saviour than the rich or wealthy; but per- 

haps the God of equity has ſo ordered it, that ſome 

who deſire it have been veſſels of honour in the 
world, and had their good things here, while 
others have had their evil things, and been veſſels 

of diſhonour, but have found the Pearl of great 
price, and in their low eſtate, like the virgin Mary 

have found the Lord, and that treaſure laid up in 

| heaven. Though, as I faid before, the outward 
or bodily poverty have not always had this effect, 

or been the reaſon of their being choſen into the 
kingdom of heaven; but where the wants and 
afflictions, the poverty and penury of this life, 
| have put the ſoul upon ſecking true riches, there 
3 it muſt be confeſſcd, it was good for them that they 
have been afflicted. Riches, on the other hand, 
have proved a hurt and a fnare, and hindered many 

to be ſaved, Our Saviour ſays, how hardly ſhall 

they that have riches enter the kingdom of God ? 
W- They have much to leave, they find it difficult to 
S ſubmit to the fooliſhneſs of the preaching of aich, 
a ſenſe of honour keeps them aſhamed of Joins 
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and his people; their education teaches them to 
deſpiſe the unpoliſhed ſimplicity and artleſs behavi- 
our of the children of God; they know how to 
' reaſon; they are high, and all their little religious acts 
are ſo magnified, that it often ſeems to them as if 
they ſupported the cauſe of the Lord, and their 
power defended it, or as if Jeſus was beholden to 
them; and when they put on the form of god— 
lineſs, they are too apt to lord it over the meaner 
ſort, and people of an inferior rank; thus they 
cheat themſelves and miſs true happineſs; or are 
they profane? then their riches helps them on in 
their mad courſe, and paves their way and makes 
it ſmooth to hell. They take great liberties, they 
jeſt and ridicule the ſcriptures, they mock the 
faith, diſpute atheiſtically, ſerve their luſts, plea- 
ſures, and the God of this world with all greedineſs, 
oppreſs their ſubjects, and are quite unconcerned 
about giving any account of their ſtewardſhip, till 
they are called away, and then what good will all 
their riches do them? Who of their companions 
can ſave them, or of what advantage will it be for 
them to recollect how great or wealthy they have 
been in the world, when they have loſt their own 
fouls? Many of theſe, if they had been poor in 
the world, perhaps, might have had a part in the 
kingdom of God; and, on the other hand, I doubt 
not but that many in heaven might have periſhed 
had they been rich or great in the world. The 
wiſe Diſpeſer of all things knows what he does; 
he has choſen his people "ſhould have little of the 
world, but he has prepared for them a kingdom: 
We ſhould not therefore once repine becauſe the 
bleſſings of this life ſeem to be ſo unequally divid- 
ed, or becauſe fome are ſo loaded with good 


things, and we have but tood and raiment, or 
even 


7 


even -alfer i in that reſpect. Ee that fitteth in hea- 
ven ruleth all things well, Let us only get an 
intereſt in him, and we ſhall not en vy them who 
] have their corn and wine and oil increaſed, we are 
far richer than they all, and far happier ; for when 
the earth is burnt up, and time is no longer, we 
have a kingdom that cannot be ſhaken, and riches 
which no moth or ruſt can carruphy or thief break 
through and ſteal. | 1 
After all that has been ſaid, where a man is a 
faithful {ſteward of that committed to him, and 
where his heart leaves all that he has and gets hold 
of Jeſus our dear Saviour, his having been rich or 
noble will be no hindrance to his ſalvation ; and 
| Where a poor man depiſes our Saviour's grace, and 
lives careleſs of his blood and merits, and does 
not come to him, his poverty will not "help him : 
He may be a beggar, or ſuffer want, or be very 
low and poor in the world, and yet have a high, 
proud, and ſtubborn heart, and be of that unhappy 
number that God beholds afar off. 
Wy True poverty of ſpirit is, as St. Auſtin obſerves, 
| humility ; it is a lowlineſs of heart which proceeds 
A from a divine conviction of our ſinful and bad ſtate 
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? by nature. 

1 That man is poor who has no money, cloaths, 
x | houſe, or friend, but is in debt greatly, his wife 
| and children are fold to be ſlaves, and he caſt into 


; priſon till payment be made. Thus he is poor in 
3 ſpirit who knows he has no good thing dwelling in 
him, he has no real righteouſneſs, he has a ſenſe 

of his owing his Lord very much, he has nothing 

to offer, can promiſe nothing, can do nothing, feel 
his guilt, his ſinful nature, his enmity his care- 

leſſneſs his hardneſs of heart, and incapacity to 

help himſelf, He leoks upon himſelf W 

that 
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that ſtate deſcribed in the ſixteenth chapter of Eze- 
kiel, caſt out to the loathing of his perſon in the open 
field, neither waſhed, cloathed, or pitied, but friend- 
leſs and undone. No one but he that has * 
enced a deep awakening by means of the Holy 
Spirit, can judge of ſuch people's caſe, How mean, 
how little and worthleſs they are in their own 
eyes | how ſelf-condemned and abhorred for all 
they do, or think, or ſay! how ſincerely they can 
tel] our Saviour, l am poor and needy ! This is in- 
deed the eſtate and condition of all men, but they 

do not; they will not know and confeſs it. Hence 
ariſe all the deceits of ſelf-righteouſneſs, and all 
the fancies of being holy, good, or better than 
others, Hence they frequently ſuppoſe themſelves. 
rich, and increaſed with goods, and have need of 
nothing, but imagine they have been educated well, 
done a great deal of good, wronged no- body, kept 

to church, given alms, and been merciful, chari- 
table to the p6or, and made a tolerable proficien- 

cy ing the knowledge of the ſcriptures; but ſuch 
are the Laodiceans, the luke-warm people, whom 
our Saviour will ſpue out of his mouth, and whoſe 
righteouſneſs is like the morning dew. A poor 

| Hnner has not ſuch thoughts, he cannot value him- 
ſelf any more; he looks upon himſelf on a level 
with the worſt and the vileſt of men, and that not 
perhaps becauſe he has been a murderer, an adul- 
terer, or houſe- breaker, but on account of his fil- - 
thy avd naſty heart: He finds fault with all 
that others about him may praiſe and commend 

in bim; and under ſuch a ſenſe of his fallen and 
ſpoiled ſtate, he fits down at Jeſu's feet, or begs 

at his dooor of mercy: He can plead nothing he 
has done, or merited : He has nothing unſpotted 

or without blemiſh to lay upon his altar, all 8 * 
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ne has is lame, and halt, and blind, and therefore 
bis only hope, his thirſt and daily cry is, Have 
mercy on me] O dear Saviour pity me! 
No angel's tongue can deicribe how dear and 
precious Jeſus is in ſuch a ſoul's eyes; they would 
part with their lives joyfully to know him as 
their own; had they ten worlds” they would not 
| helitate a moment about it, but would part with 
them all to feel his love, and be affured of his 
tender mercy ; © Bleſſed are ſuch poor in ſpirit, 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven,” 1 know thy po- 
verty, ſays our Saviour to ſuch, but thou art high. 
It was his firſt and chiefeſt deſign in the redemp- 
tion to help fuch poor people; he looks on them 
as men ready to periſh, fouls that owed much, but 
had nothing to pay, and therefore he would ftand 
their Friend, and make fatisfation for them; he 
became their ſurety, ſtood in their place, paid off 
the frightful ſcore, and obtained and provided the 
kingdom of heaven for them. O this is amazing 
grace! but not more wonderful than true and cer- 
rain, What joy muſt a chriſtian ſou] perceive and 
feel in his heart, who juſt now ſat down weary, or 
ſighing for mercy, with a heart ready to break at 
our Saviour's feet, and yet, through a conſciouſ- 
nels of fin, could hardly hope to be accepted, 
when our Saviour whiſpers within, “ Thine is the 
kingdom of heaven. | have loved thee with ever- 
laſting love. I had hid myſelf a little moment and 
thou waſt troubled, but now the winter is paſt, and 
the ſtorm gone, and the time of the ſinging of birds 
is come, riſe up my love, my dove, and come away!“ 
O ſuch an one muſt think with ſhame, Lord, what 
am I! and muſt be abaſed and bowed down with 
thankfulneſs and gratitude for ever, and more and 


more wonder at this grace and great ſalvation, and 
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cleave to our Saviour, love and value his death and 


obedience, and be reſolved only to exalt and bleſs 


him for ever. 

This bleſſedneſs always accompanies A be ſpi- 
ritually poor, they are bleſſed, and ſhall be bleſſed. 
Theirs is the kingdom. No ſooner is a foul ſtrip- 
ped of all ſelf-holineſs and dead to the law, i. e. 
without any hope of help thereby, but quite poor 
in mind and heart, ventures to the croſs or feet of 
Jeſus; but the Holy Spirit comforts him and lets 
him know, the kingdom of heaven is his; he 


jeads him ir to poſſeſs it, and grants him ſuch a 


lot of his part therein, frikes him with ſo deep a 
ſenſe of our Saviour's free and eternal love to him, 
and at the ſ»me time gives him ſuch a foretaſte of 


this kingdom which is now his, and of which there 


ſhall be no end, that the remembrance of this hour, 
this happy time, ſhal! always be freſh and lively 
to him for ever; and let what will happen after- 
wards to him which can either pain, or grieve, or 
trouble him, or ſink his ſpirits, this ſhall ſtill com- 
fort him, that the kingdom of heaven is his ; and 
as long as he abides under the ſenſe of his own 

overty, ſo long ſhili the ſame Lord and Saviour 
refreſh and bleſs him in this manner, till he enters 
the gates into the fulneſs of this Lingoom, - at God's 
right hand in the glory everlaſting. 

'All the bleſſings in the Old Teſtament were pro- 
miſed ty the prophets to the poor: He helpeth the 
poor When he crieth, the needy, and him that has 
no helper. He lifted the poor out of the mire. He 
conſidereth the poor. Iwill dwell, faith he, with him 
that is poor, and trembleth at my word.“ Expreſ- 
ſions of this nature are found in almoſt every ook 
of the ſcripture, and al] the meaning of theſe is 
Compretended 1 in theſe gracious words of our Savi- 

our, 
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our, © Bleſſed are the poor in ſpirit, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven.” Bleffed are they who are 
mean, and little, and worthleſs in their own eyes, 
as a bit of duſt, as a poor, ſmall and contemptible 
worm, who are convinced of their own nothing- 
neſs and poverty; to ſuch belongs the kingdom of 
heaven; for ſuch Chriſt died; out of pity to ſuch 
he was extreme poor, that they through his poverty 
might become rich; and by his having nothing, and 
being a ſervant, they might poſſeſs all things, and 
be kings and prieſts to God, rich in faith, and with 
that gold tried in the fire, and having got the 
| treaſure hid in the field, ſpoken of by our Saviour, 
they ſhall be eſteemed rich indeed of God and all 
the angels in eternity. | | 

_ << Blefled are they that mourn, for they ſhall be com- 
forted.” In that folemn and awful charge given to 
the deſtroying angels in the ninth of Ezekiel 
 Wherein they are commanded “ to ſlay utterly old 
and young, nor ſuffer their eyes to ſpare or pity,” 
they are forbid to come near thoſe that mourn, It 
was alſo mentioned as a chief part of our Saviour's 
office in the world, He ſhall comfort thoſe that 
mourn,” Solomon aiſo had ſaid, It was ſafer to be in 
the houſe of mourning than in the houſe of mirth. 
But who are theſe meant in the text? The mourn- 
ers of Sion; they are a whoſe eyes God has 
opened to ſee their own hearts, poor people who 
feel their ſin, and want ſalvation, Some, when 
they are a little awakened, comfort themſelves with 
thinking they are not very bad, but better than ma- 
ny others; or let their friends comfort them by 
perſuading them the ſame, or that they are good 
chriſtians already, and, in a ſafe way; they call 
all ſpiritual concern a madneſs, and take all due 
Care to keep people from the danger; yea, if a moſt 
N = © aban- 
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abandoned liver, a notorious drunkard, or whore- 
monger, of whom they had before no manner of 
care, ſhould come under any apprehenſions of 
danger, or ſhould grow uneaſy about his future 
ftate, ſuch would be very ready to help him out of 
this error, and adviſe him to be of goo cheer, 
to ride out, or go to the play, or get into ſome 
merry company, or change the air, or take phy- 
fick; and often ſouls are comforted by this means, 
and they ſeem to get out of all their fears or unea- 
ſineſs directly; for they have had comforters, but 
fuch as Job's were all ſuch ! Miſerable comfor- 
ters indeed ! Theſe are they of whom the prophet 
complains ſo heavily, „ They heal the hurt of the 
daughter of my people ſlightly, crying, Peace, peace, 
when there is no peace.“ Buta ſoul truly convinced 
of fin cannot and will not be comforted with ſuch 
things; they look on him whom they have pierced, 
and mourn for him as one mourns for her only ſon.” 
Nothing leſs than the Holy Ghoſt can comfort thein. 
All they want is to know they are forgiven and ſhall. 
be ſaved; they want to be aſſured of their being 
children of God, and at peace with him through 


Jeſus Chriſt. Theſe are the mourners ſpoken of in 


this place; they feel the want of a Saviour, they 
cannot be put off with health, riches, company, 
_ pleaſures, &c. they are too ſenfible of their guilt 
an ſin, too heavy laden and weary, too ſick and 
diſordered, and uneaſy to be diverted with any 
thing leſs than the kifſes of the Beloved. As long 
as he is ata diſtance, they are troubled till they 
feel his love ſhed abroad in their hearts; they 
mourn, and they ſhall be comforted. Our Saviour 
will wipe wy the tears from their eyes, he will 
ſpeak peace to their hearts; they cannot do with- 
out his preſence, and they ſhall have it for ever- 

more; 


E 

more; they will not reſt without his conſolation, 
and he will ſend the Holy Ghoſt, the Comforter, to 
comfort. I will comfort you, faith he, as a 
mother comforts her only ſon; I will remove thy 


fears and jealouſies, and aſſure thee of my affec-. 


tion and loving-kindneſs; I will be thy good Sa- 
viour; I will forgive thec, and thy paſt miſ-ſpent 
life 1 will forget, and enter into an everlaſting co- 
venant with thee that thou ſhait be my child. 

Thus it happened with Hezekiah, he mourned like a 
dove and was alone, and comfortlefs like a ſwallow 
upon the houſe-top, and turned to the wall, wept 
and faid, Lord, Iam oppreſſed, undertake for me, and 
the Lord heard his ſupplication, and faw his tears, he 
heard his moan and comforted him, aſſuring him all 
his ſins were caſt behind his back. Thus he treated 
David, Paul, Cornelius, and as many as mourned 
after him, and thus he does in our days. The 
mourning of a ſoul after ſalvation is nothing elſe but 
being ſick of love, and languiſhing for the Holy Spi- 
rit to aſſure him he is beloved by our Saviour ; and 
till he is this way comforted he muſt mourn, he 


cannot help it, and if any thing ſhort of the blood 


and pardon of the Lamb can ſtop his grief, he is an 
unhappy perion, be he who he will, 

There is ſuch a bleſſedneſs attainable, ſuch a di- 
vine aſſurance of the love of God to us, and uch 
a certainty of our going to heaven as can refreſh 
and comfoit the othcrwiſe inconſolable. All that 
ſincerely ſeek falvation, and ncither want to cheat 
themſe ves, or ſuffer themſelves to be cheated b 

others, ſhall be comiorted with this eternal con ſola- 
tion. Let him only turn o che Man of ſorrows, 
and mourn after bim and he ſhall be b\i-fled, the 
Lord himſelf ſhall comtort him, and the days of 


his' 


. 


„ 
his mourning ſhall have an eternal end; the mouth 
of the Lord hath ſpoken it, they ſhall be comforted.” 
„ Bleſſed are the meek, for they ſhall inherit the 
earth,” A meck perſon is a tender-hearted perſon, 
or, as it is expreſſed in ſcripture, a contrite one, a 
bruiſed or broken-hearted foul. His conſcience is 
ſoftened by looking upon Jeſus, he has learned it of 
him, He no more behaves impudently or ſtrong, he 
is no more careleſs or hardened in his natural ſtate : 
but it is juſt ſo with him as it was with Peter when 
our Saviour looked upon him, his eyes and heart 
melted immediately, he curſed and lyed no more, 
but with bitter tears ſought pardon, ſo he melts 
before the Lamb of God; a ſharp word can pierce 
through ſuch, every tender conviction faſtens upon 
their heart, and an openneſs to confeſs and acknow- 
ledge their being to blame is viſible in them. They 
are poor ſinners, whoſe hearts, conſciences, and 
eyes are ſoftened by the blood of Jeſus. A fight of 
his death has ſtamped an everlaſting mark upon their 
foreheads, and made their inmoſt ſoul like melted 
wax. Their tenderneſs of conſcience, ſcrupuloſi- 
ty, and fear of doing any thing wrong to grieve our 
Saviour, often may expoſe them to the cenſures of a 
blind world, wherein they are like fools and babes, 
and thoſe who mock them are indeed far more wiſe 
in their generation than they. They ſhall inherit 
the earth. They properly inherit this world, for they 
have in the preſence and enjoyment of our Saviour's 
love, an hundred fold more here than all they can 
loſe or ſuffer on his account, and the world to come 

all be theirs alſo. They are now the only happy 
people; let the weather be fair or formy, let their 
ſtate in life be eaſy or difficult, let them be ſickly 
or healthy, be beloved or hated, or have much or 
ſuffer want, they are well; every morſel they eat 
| EW 


L383 
is ſweet, and, as it were, dipped in the blood of Jeſus; 
their ſufferings are the honour of enduring ſomething 
ſrom the world for Chriſt's ſake, Their liſe is the 
life of the Son of God, their death the death of the 
righteous, and eternal gain. Are they ſick ? They 
cannot forget, every pain helps gently to looſe the 
filver cord and break the earthen veſſel, that they 
.may fly away and be at reſt, Is the weather bad? 


Have they long journies to go? Are they expoſed 
to trials of penury or want? how happy are they, 


ſince they ſhall ſoon arrive at the haven where they 
wou!d be! No ſtorm ſhall threaten them after a few 
days. Yet a little while and they ſhall hunger and 
thirſt no more, But when the Lord their 5 

ſhall make a new heaven and a new earth, they ſhall 
inherit it, they ſhall be the inhabitants with him in 
his new world, and ſhall follow him whitherſoever he 
goeth. N | SEL | 

S's Bleſſed are they which hunger and thirſt after righ- 
teouſneſs, for they ſhall be filled.” The great deſire 
and prefling after righteouſneſs, is here and in many 
other places called hungering and thirſting ; ſince no 


hungry man ſo wants bread when he is ſtarving, no 


man periſhing for lack of drink ſo longs and thirſts 
for water as an awakened ſoul longs for the righ- 


teouſneſs of Chriſt, All mankind are more or leſs 


ſenſible, that they muſt be righteous, and that with. 
out holineſs no man can ſee the Lord, but then they 
generally make a righteouſneſs of their morality, 
duties, works, and prayers, and this is always the 
caſe till the Lord's eyes try their fig-leaved, ſelf- 
wrought garment, and as ſoon as his voice calls and 
awakes them from their dream, and he opens their 
eyes to ſee their nakedneſs and the inſufficiency of 
all their own doings, and how far ſhort they fall 
from the righteouſneſs which avails before God, it is 
| no 
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no wonder that they feel diſtreſs, and begin to be 

in want of a better righteouſneſs, As ſoon as the 

obedience and ſufferings of Chriſt Jeſus are preach- 

ed before ſuch people, the Holy Spirit ſtirs up in them 
ſuch a hunger and thirſt for him and his merits, 
as is inſatiable. "They Janguiſh and pant for ſalva- 
tion as a dry land for the refreſhing rain, and can- 
not reſt ti]] they have obtained their defire, or ta- 
ken, as it were, the © kingdom of heaven by violence, 
for the violent take it by force.” To be in ſuch a 
Mate, in ſuch a hungry and eager condition, athirſt 
for our Saviour's blood and righteouſneſs, is a bleſ- 
ſedneſs, for they ſhall be filled; they ſhall have what 
they want; they ſhall know what that means, © He 
will pour water upon him that is thirſty, and floods 
upon tie ry ground ;” he ſhall be filled, or as it is ſaid, 
He ſhall ſatiate the hungry ſoul with goodneſs, or as 
the virgin Mary exp reſſes it,“ He filleth the hungry 
with 8000 things. b They ſhall be cloathed with the 
Tightcouſnels of cur Lord Jeſus, it ſhall be to them 
a white robe; they ſhall be ſecured therein, be juſti- 
hed thereby, be ſo ſafe, ſo healed, ſo happy, and 
ſatisfied, that they ſhall be filled, in "the ſtricteſt ſenſe 
and Hand compleat and perfect before God by this 
means, and be inwardly cleanſed and bieficd in their 
oven fouls. Let then ſuch as now hunger and thirſt. 
for the Lamb and his righteouſneſs be of good com- 
fort, they ſhall be filled, they (hal! be ſatisfied with 
him, and have enough to all eter 

<«< Blefled are the merci ul, for ehen obtain mer- 

cy. When a foul is converted? and pardoned he 
becomes merciful, he cannot ſuffer a reyengeful 
thought; he may not be bitter or cruel, our 
| Saviour will nor ſuffer ſuch a ſpirit, it is not of 
him, but of the world and ſatan, Of Jeſus we 


Jearn to be tender- hearted, * Jong-aerings and of a 
ior; giving | 
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EN : 
forgiving nature, It is ſo in our hearts, and whoſo 
cannot forgive, he is not forgiven. Let it appear or 
cloak itſelf in what manner it will, come diſguiſed 
as it pleaſes, all revenge, barbarity, ſeverity, and re- 
paying evil is ſinful ; but who is merciful and ready 
to forgive, he ſhall find his heavenly Father meaſure 
the ſame to him, and in all his miſtakes and failings 
he ſhal! be forgiven, and feel what a merciful] Saviour 
he has to deal with. Hence our Saviour teaches us to 
pray, Forgive us our treſpaſſes, as we forgive 
them that treſpaſs againſt us;*” and this alſo is his doc= 
trine, If ye forgive not, neither ſha]l ye be forgiven,”? 
or, as he ſaith in the parable, ©** Did not I forgive 
thee when thou deſiredſt me? Shouldſt not thou alſo 
have forgiven thy fellow- ſervant ?” * 
Let then no ſort of reſentment have a place in our 
hearts, it is pride, Let no rancouf, ſourneſs, or hard 
thoughts find room in our breaſts, it is againſt our 
Saviour's mind. Let us be glad to forgive, ready to 
help the poor and needy, and pity all in diſtreſs, in 
priſons, in debt, in affliction, in danger, in pain or 
ſickneſs, in want, and under oppreſſion, and ſhould 
our enemy hunger, let us rejoice to feed him, and 
ſhould he thirſt, let us give him to drink, and have 
merciful heart and behaviour toward all men, eſpe- 
cially to religious people and ſuch as believe, ſo ſhall 
we obtain mercy and favour of God in our need, and 
he will not deal with us after our ſins, but after the 
multitude of his mercies. But if we behave cruel, it 
ſhall come home to you again; behave ſevere, ſo ſhall 
others behave to you, revenge yourſelves at a conve- 
nient time, when it is in your power, and all ſhall one 
day, ſooner or later, juſtly be returned upon your own 
heads, and full meaſure, preſſed down and running, 
over, ſhall men heap hard things and very bitter and 
heavy into your boſoms, The true way to be mer- 
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ciful is to learn it of our Saviour, for whoſo is acquaint- 
ed with him, and continues in his love, is loving and 
mercifu], ſo that men can perceive he has been with 
Jeſus. Be ye then merciful, for your Father in hea- 
ven is merciful, and ye ſhall obtain mercy, 

*© Bleſſed are the pure in heart, for they ſhall ſee 
God,” The pure-hearted people are ſuch as have 
obtained the true faith in Chriſt, and whoſe hearts 
have been purified through the blood he has ſprinkled 
thereon. None are pure in heart by nature; for by 
nature al! our hearts are corrupted and deſperately 
wicked, and thence proceed all evil thoughts, luſts, 


murders thefts, blaſphemies &c. which defile the 


man; but as ſoon as our Saviour beſprinkles us with 
water we are made clean, and when he waſhes us 
in his blood, we are whiter than ſnow. The eyes 
are no more full of adulteries, the ears no more open 
to filthy ſpeaking, the heart changed, and chaſte, 
and pure. They are juſtified, they are ſanctified, and 
not only have made the outſide of the cup or platter 


clean. but the inſide is clean alſo. Theſe are ſouls 


who have received the remiſſion of fins, and whoſe 
ſouls and bodies arc hallowed by the Holy Spirit, and 
ſet apart to be the temple of God. Theſe are they 
who have their eyes anointed with the eye-ſalve, and 
they ſee God; they ſee Jeſus, they have him with 
them according to his promiſe when he went away, 
and ſaid, the world ſhall not ſee me, but ye ſee me”? 
and in the Hebrews it is written, We ſee Jeſus, who 
was made lower than the angels,“ 1. e. our eyes are 


opened, we now fee God, we view him in his bleed- 


ing form by faith and in ſpirit, and yet fo truly, and 
with ſuch heart ſatisfaction, as it he ſtood bodily be- 
fore us. We know he is at no diſtance, we behold. 
him, and faith ſerves us inftead of fight, and is bet- 
ter to us than ſeeeing for the preſent ; 5* Bleſſed are 

| | they 
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they who have not ſeen, and yet have believed.” Be- 
ſides all the happineſs we have here in this reſpects 
we ſhall here after fee his face, and be where he is. 
We ſhall ſee that loving God before whom the Se- 


raphims cover their faces. We ſhall ſee where the 


thorns and blows hurt and disfigured his viſage. 


We ſhall ſee his hands and feet, we ſhall Jook upon 
his ſide, and delight and feaſt ourſelves with this bea- 


tifical viſion to all eternity, when wicked men, 
apoſtates and unbelievers ſhall fly from his preſence 
in the great day, and ſhall hide themſelves in roeks 


and mountains, we ſhall fee him with joy, ar.d all 
whoſe hearts have been purged by his blood from 
dead works, and purified from fin, may ſay with Job, 


<< I ſhall ſee God, and ſhall ſee him for myſelf and not 


for another.” ** Bleiled are the pure in heart, they 
ſhall fee God!“ : | | 


{© Bleſſed are the peace-makers, for they ſhall be 
called children of God.“ It is a ſatanical ſpirit to 
ſtir up ſtrife, to foment and make miſchief between 


religious people eſpecially, Who loves diviſions, 
diſputings, janglings, and tale- bearing, or is fond 
of finding faults or uncovering the nakedneſs of his 

fellow-ſervants, he is on the devil's ſide, and joins 
the accuſer of the brethren ; ſuch ſhould be marked 
and ſhunned, they are the bad leaven in the Jump, 


and do much harm; but ** Blefled are the peace- 


makers, people who love unity, and are glad to cover 


and hide any blemiſh or 'miſtake, and even to think 


the beſt, and not evil; who will not ſlander, nor hear 


ſlanders; who will not back- bite nor ſuffer it; but 
who, Jeſus like, could die for the brethren, and who 


love peace, and ſpare no pains tenderly to root out 


all highneſs, raſh and haſty words and behaviour, and 
who learn to be mild and gentle, and will do any 


thing to make men at peace in one houſe, and to 


8 2 keep 


[2 
= 
o 
4 
: 
. 
: 
: 1 
XY 
: 
4 
13 
| 1 
is 
44 
>. F 
4 þ 1 
% Wo 
\ - - 
5 F 
” 1 = 


44 . : 
4 =_ 
nere 
— 


t 3 
keep up that divine harmony among the children of 
God, which becomes them; for they are one man's 


ſons, they are brethren and muſt not fall out by the 


way. Bleſſed are they who reconcile thoſe at vari- 
ance, remove the miſtakes and miſunderſtandings that 
cauſed the evil, and who take the place of the medi- 
ator and advocate. They reſemble Jeſus, and are 


and ſhall be called children of God and of peace, 


children of- their Father which is in heaven, who 
hates quarrels and fightings, and ſcatters ſuch as 
delight in war, „ 0 

& Blefled are they which are perſecuted for righte- 
ouſneſs ſake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” 
Formerly, in the time of the law, the worſhippers 
of God and the religious men and women did not 
ſeem to be the butt and mark of ſatan's malice ſo 
much as now. The prophets indeed were perſecu- 
ted, and that becauſe they generally brought heavy 
tidings to their own people, and were continually 
ſtriking at the pride, idolatry, and unfaithfulneſs of 
the ehildren of {ſrae], and ſpeaking of a new-cove- 
nant, a better prieſthood, and of the ſalvation of the 
Gentiles, and other ſuch things, which were contrary 
to the great ideas they had of their own religion, 
and heavy to fleſh and blood, eſpecially their plain 
reproofs for ſin, and the threatnings with which 
they frequently were ſent; but elſe the Jewiſh church, 
from the time of their coming out of Egypt, were 
honorable and revered by all people, who ſaw how the 


Lord their God fought for them, beſides the driving 


out whole nations and ſlaying kings for their ſakes, 
He put a dread: and a fear of them in all countries; 
they who ſtrove againſt them perifhed by judgments, 
and thofe who deſpiſed them were glad to be hewers 
of wood or drawers of water to them. When they 
were ſmall in number, one could chaſe a thouſand, 
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and five put five thouſand to flight; the Lord was a 
Man of war and Leader of their hoſts, his angels 
| flew their enemies by thouſands in a night; the 
ſkies ſhowered down hail-ſtones and fire on thoſe 
who hated them, the ſtars in their courſes fought 
againſt them; and only at times when they had ſin- 
ned in departing from the Lord, he ſuffered them to 
be led away captive, and let their enemies be lords 
cover them, but elſe they were the city of perfection, 
the joy of the whole earth. The pomp and glory 
of their church ſeemed to bid defiance to all the 
world, and this lafted till Jeſus came. Our Sa- 
viour knew eit would be quite otherwiſe after his de- 
ceaſe, for he foreſaw with what rage the devil would 
purſue his poor ſheep, when he ſhould come to know 
what their Shepherd had done by his dying for them; 
it was therefore our Saviour gave his diſciples warn- 
ing of it, as if he had told them, Little children, 
e muſt not think my kingdom is of this world, for 
though hitherto Jeruſalem and the family of 1ſract 
have ſo long flouriſhed in the earth like a vine, and 
all theglory of the Gentiles have flowed to it, yet it 
has been for a ſign and a ſhadow of that Jeruſalem 
which is above, and of that church which is at pre- 
fent inviſible in the world. The prophets to whom 
I opened the myſtery of my redemption, and who 
were my faithful witneſſes, were a poor deſpiſed and 
excluded people for my fake, and the object of the 
_ ſcorn of ſatan, and the hatred of their brethren the 
children of Iſrael, they have been all perſecuted, ſome 
they ſtoned, others were ſawn aſunder, and all rejec- 
ted and caſt out of the vineyard, ſo will my chil- 
dren and diſciples be henceforth. As I have been 
| hated, fo they will hate them; and as upon my Fa- 
ther's account, and for doing his will, they have 
perſecuted me, ſo for my fake and for my hats” 
| neſs 
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| neſs ſake they will be perſeeuted who follow me; but 


eſteem ſuch bleſſed, for theirs is the kingdom of hea- 
ven. My people above have all come out of great 
tribulation, and in like manner will ſatan try all 
| believers; he will purſue them like a dragon, and 
ſet the world againſt them, but let them be of good 
Cheer, I have overcome the world, ſhortly they ſhall 


| tread upon the adder, and the lion and the dragon 
| ſhall they tread under their feet, Comfort ye, com- 
fort ye therefore, my people,” and when ye ſee 


any troubled on my account, or for the ſake of my 


' righteouſneſs, then ſpeak comfortably to them, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. And even ye, bleſ- 


fed are ye when men ſhall revile you and perſecute 
you, and ſhall ſay all manner of evil againſt you falſely 
for my ſake, rejoice and be exceeding glad, for great 


1s your reward in heaven, for ſo perſecuted they the 


prophets which were before you.“ 


This doctrine of our Lord Chrift was ſoon found 
true; for ſcarcely the devil knew the world was 


redeemed out of his hands, and he had loſt all with 
equity through our Saviour's death and ſuffering, 
and that now he had here but a ſhort time, but he 


began to rage and raiſe up the kings of the earth, 
and put the counſellors to conſult together againſt 
the Lord and his Anointed, All who called on his 


name were perſecuted, and that before the apoſtles 
had well begun their great miniſtry, Hence, when 


they preached or wrote to the churches, they taught 
them, that whoever would live godly in Chriſt Jeſus 


muſt ſuffer perſecution. This doctrine continues 


unalterably the ſame. Now, as well as formerly, 


men who love our Saviour, who mention only his 


righteouſneſs, and are determined only to know him, 


will for that, and no other cauſe, be hated and revil- 
ed; men will be ſo inveterate againſt them, that 
8 - they 


J 
; 


7 
« 
z 
£ 
I 


TaJ 


they will report all manner of evil againſt them; 


men in all religions, of all forts of tempers, will 
be their enemies, and ſeparate them from their com- 


pany, and caſt out their names as evil, will go 
ſo far as not to buy or ſell with them; parents diſ- 


own their children, children abhor their parents; 


maſters diſcard and turn away their ſervants, threa- 
ten and diftreſs ſuch as live under them, and all this, 


as Luther ſays, Not becauſe they aremurderers, adul- 


terers, or thieves, but becauſe they love Jeſus Chriſt, 


and will have no God beſide him, or ſeek, or preach,, 
or value any righteouſneſs but his, which he wrought 
out in obedience to the death of the croſs.“ It is not 


becauſe they are oppoſers of governments, plotters 
againſt the ſtate, idle, wicked, malicious, or hurtful 
bur becauſe they believe the goſpel and promiſes of 


Chriſt, becauſe they exalt the Lord alone, becauſe 
they are witneſſes of his love and mercy, and are 


not aſhamed of his name nor his faith, becauſe his 
words are weightier than all other arguments and 


of more force than all demonſtrations whatever be- 


ſide. If this be the caſe, they ſhould not be there- 


fore diſcouraged or dejected, but leap for joy and be 


exceeding glad, for ſo perſecuted they their Lord and 


dear Maſter, and the prophets which were before 4 


them. It is an honour and glory to them to ſhare 
in their Lord's ſhame, and follow him thus out of 


the camp bearing his reproach, for they ſhall follow 


him in his glory in that day when. he ſhall come 


with all his angels, and then he ſhall confeſs them, 
and ſhew ſuch as deſpiſed them how much he loved 


them. | 1 „ 
Yes, ſurely, a day ſhall come when all the derided 


followers of the Lamb, and ſuch as for his ſake were 
the ſcorn of men and the outcaſts of the people, ſhall 
be glorified in their ſight who made them a oo 
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and proverb of reproach; they ſhall ſee them with 
their dear Maſter on the clouds of heaven, and ſhall 
be forced to acknowledge with ſhame and amaze- 
ment, We fools counted their lives madneſs, and 
their end to be without honour, but ſee how they 
are numbered with the ſaints, and have their portion 

with the children of God. Then ſhall they be truly 
honourable, and all nations ſhall call them bleſſed. 
Every bleſſing pronounced by the mouth of Jeſus, 
and every bleſſing purchaſed by his blood ſhall come 
upon them, and be theirs for vVe III. 

May we alfo believe, ſo be converted, and made af- 
ter our Saviour's heart, that all theſe bleſſings may 
come upon us, in time and to all eternity. Amen. 
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